
Weaponizing Defamation Litigation
To SilenceSurvivors

Natalie A. Harris
Baron|Harris|Healey
www.bhhlawfirm.com
nharris@bhhlawfirm.com
(312) 741-1028

(c) 2022 Baron Harris Healey

http://www.bhhlawfirm.com/
mailto:nharris@bhhlawfirm.com


What is defamation?

SLANDER

LIBEL
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Defamation – Basic  Elements

Statement must be a provably false fact 

(as distinguished from opinion)
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Defamation – Basic  Elements
Fact vs. Opinion

“the Court concludes that Phillips’s statements that Sandmann

‘blocked’ him and ‘wouldn’t allow [him] to retreat’ are objectively 

unverifiable and thus unactionable opinions.”
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Defamation – Basic  Elements

Statement must have a defamatory meaning 

(harm to reputation)

IMPUTES 

COMMISSION OF 

CRIME UNFITNESS/LACK

PROFESSIONAL INTEGRITY

LACK OF ABILITY

BUSINESS/TRADE/PROFESSION

LOATHESOME 

DISEASE
IMPUTING

FORNICATION

(c) 2022 Baron Harris Healey



Defamation – Basic  Elements

Statement cannot be privileged
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Defamation – Basic  Elements

Fault

Negligence
(Low standard)

Failure to take proper care regarding the truth

Actual Malice
(High standard)

Knowledge of falsity/harbors serious doubts about truth 
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Defamation – Basic  Elements

Damages (presumed in Illinois)

(c) 2022 Baron Harris Healey



Weaponizing Defamation 
Real World Examples
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FILED
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Jane Doe

This is s true account of what he did and what happened to me.

Jane Doe.
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What should I consider before speaking out?
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What should 
I consider?
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What should I consider?

histrionic

crazy
emotional

conniving

slutty

selfish

irresponsible
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Questions?
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